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ILRU and other independent living leaders sponsored "The 21st Century CIL," a colloquium on the future of centers for independent living on November 8 and 9, 2011. A panel of SILC Congress participants will offer a report and reflections on the colloquium for the SILC Congress. Centers face changes in service populations and their needs, as well as changes in the economy, anticipated funding cuts, and shifts to programs operated by states rather than the federal government. There is also great opportunity for centers in this changing environment. The colloquium participants elected to address three major topic areas for CILs: Entrepreneurial CILs - new initiatives to make CILs self-sustaining; Centers of Justice -- proposal to establish justice-oriented centers that are "safe spaces" for all; Marketing and Branding -- initiatives to recapture the brand that has been co-opted. Participants also addressed related policy initiatives and next steps.
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