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Current Gubernatorial Appointments

 to the Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. 

Jesus Garcia-- President

Doug Hall—1st Vice President

John Henry Douglas—2nd Vice President

Shelley Gottsagen—Susan Nasworthy
Susan Nasworthy--Treasurer
J.T. Davis—Member at Large
Kelly Greene--Network of Centers Representative

Carol Christopherson

Angela Van Etten

William Allen

Peter Sachs

Kevin White

Chip Wilson

Wendi Herzman

Sue Terraglio

Aleisa McKinlay—Ex-Officio

Mary E. Ottman— Ex-Officio

Denise Arnold— Ex-Officio

The Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. is a statewide Council established by Florida Statute.  It is a federally mandated, governor appointed, consumer controlled and cross disability entity.  The Board consists of 15 voting members and in compliance with State law. A majority of the voting members are persons with disabilities. Additional representatives are from Centers for Independent Living, advocacy groups, other consumer or independent living organizations and various state agencies that are impacted by Title VII of the Rehabilitation Act.  
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An Act Related to Persons with Disabilities

The Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. supports the Act which requires law enforcement agencies to report certain criminal activity & enforcement of certain regulations to Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) & Department of Highway and Safety, Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) and provides requirements for examination questions pertaining to traffic regulations relating to persons who are legally blind and/or mobility impaired. This Act also requires certain driver education programs and the law enforcement officer basic skills course to include study of traffic laws to assist persons who are legally blind and/or mobility impaired. 
The bill would mandate that crimes against people with disabilities are to be reported and tracked.  Further, it appears to stress the importance of education and enforcement of the White Cane Laws (316.1301 and 316.1303), that address the safety needs of people who are legally blind or mobility impaired.   

Halt the Repeal of a State Ban on Dwarf Tossing in Florida 
The Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. respectfully requests your support with Little Persons Association’s efforts to stop state legislation that is a threat to the dwarfism community.
On October 3, 2011, Florida Representative Workman, introduced legislation that would repeal a state ban on dwarf tossing in Florida establishments that serve alcohol.  Originally passed in 1989, the ban on dwarf tossing has helped protect the safety and dignity of people with dwarfism.

In addition to threatening the physical well-being of the individual subjected to being thrown, dwarf tossing objectifies the entire dwarf community, suggesting that little people are no more than pieces of equipment in a barbaric game. 

Though always reprehensible, the idea of dwarf tossing is particularly disturbing in a day and age when society is confronting bullying.  To say the least, enabling dwarf tossing nurtures a hostile environment for people with dwarfism and to persons with disabilities in general.
 
Eliminate the Home and Community Based Services Waiver Waitlist

The Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. supports a distinct effort by the Florida Legislature to work toward eliminating the waitlist by both increasing non-waiver supports and services, and creating a meaningful long-term commitment to meet this growing service need, thus reducing the number of people on the waitlist.
Disability Rights Florida has filed a class action lawsuit in the United States District Court for the Northern District of Florida.  As of August 2010, the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) reports that there are 19,156 children and adults waiting for services. APD reported that during the two- year period from July 2008 to June 2010, a total of 1,490 individuals were newly enrolled in a waiver program.    

General Disability Awareness
The Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. in conjunction with its Youth Advisory Council support a provision requiring district school boards to provide disability history and awareness instruction in all K-12 public schools during the first week in October.  These sessions include individual presenters who have disabilities or teachers who specialize in exceptional student education and who are currently employed at the school to provide the disability history and awareness instruction.

Sadowski Trust Fund

The Sadowski Housing Coalition, an association of business groups, charities and advocacy groups for the poor and elderly, is hoping to prevent a fourth straight year of heavy raids on the Florida’s affordable housing trust fund.

The Coalition unveiled its website Wednesday, and is hoping to reverse the recent trend of lawmakers using the fund to beef up the state’s general revenue. Supporters contend that full funding for affordable housing will help turn around Florida’s dismal real estate and construction sectors, creating 9,000 jobs and injecting $900 million into the economy.
Guidelines for the Prevention and Reduction of 
Restraint and Seclusion in the Public School System
During the 2010 session, the legislature added parental notification provisions, and data collection and reporting requirements to the laws governing restraint and seclusion as applied in the public school system. Fire safety requirements for seclusion rooms and the prohibition of restraints that block airways were two of the provisions that will help protect children with disabilities. Many advocates are disappointed that the final legislation did not include needed guidance for the use of restraint and seclusion. The Council agrees that such qualifying language should be added to establish objective criteria that will guide educators in the use of restraint and seclusion. 

Physical restraint and monitored seclusion should be used only as a last resort, when there is a demonstrable and imminent physical danger to the student or others and implemented by trained staff persons, who have demonstrated competence through a nationally accredited program.

We also urge the Legislature to prohibit schools from including restraint or seclusion as planned interventions in education plans for students with disabilities. These plans include a student’s Individual Educational Plan (IEP) and 504 Plan, because restraint and seclusion should only be used in cases of imminent danger and is not evidenced based therapeutic practice.

End Unnecessary Seclusion and Restraint in Developmental Disability Facilities, Mental Health Facilities, Statewide Inpatient Psychiatric Programs, Developmental Disability Facilities and Statewide Inpatient Psychiatric Programs 
The Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. supports Disability Rights Florida’s efforts to obtain adequate treatment and training and to end the use of unnecessary seclusion and restraint. 
“Special” Diploma
It is the recommendation of the Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. in conjunction of the associated Youth Advisory Council that the Florida Department of Education eliminate the wording of “Special” on certain diplomas for those students who may not meet the regular diploma standards.  This wording acts to potentially discriminate against certain high school graduates who may not have met the “regular” diploma standards to potential employers.  These students also desire to increase their career opportunities and chances for access to employment.  This does not eliminate associated transcripts that may be requested by an employer to describe the academic standards of which the student graduated.  The removal of “Special” in a diploma would help to ensure that all students are leaving school prepared for the workplace and independent living.  

Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. Responsibilities

The Florida Independent Living Council, Inc.'s purpose is to promote independent living opportunities for persons with disabilities throughout the State of Florida. This includes the promotion of a direct service philosophy that is consumer controlled and consumer driven.  

The primary responsibility of the Council is to meet its various legal obligations that are covered in both the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, and Florida Statutes 413, Part II.  

These responsibilities include developing a State Plan for Independent Living.  FILC, Inc. accomplished this in partnership with consumers, other independent living centers and organizations, the Florida Department of Education, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation and the Division of Blind Services.  

FILC Inc. continues to work to assure that all persons with disabilities in the state of Florida are given the supports and opportunities necessary to live full, independent lives in the least restrictive setting possible.  

For more information, please visit our website at www.flailc.org.

This project is funded under a Memorandum of Agreement with the State of Florida, 

Department of Education/Division of Vocational Rehabilitation and Division of Blind Services 
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To assist and advocate for people with disabilities 

in achieving equal opportunities 

“Independence Worth Preserving” 
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Fostering change via leadership, 

collaboration and visitibility 
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